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In what follows I examine routes and ships as mutually imbricated in the reconfiguring of the Pacific. This paper is in three sections. The first section explores some possible ways to think through mobile entanglements in relation to an emergent Anglo Pacific arena. The second section centres on the opening, operation and representation of the Sydney-San Francisco route, both with respect to the places it linked and in relation to a wider imperial seascape. The third and final section pieces together the micro-site of the ship as a concentrated period and space of encounter, where travellers -both crew and passengers -explored selves and relations with others, and where, in the comparative absence of racial difference, other markers of identity might come to the fore as a basis of difference and negotiation.
These complex three-way dynamics were perhaps most pronounced in the maritime realm, a crucial yet largely-overlooked arena for the making and remaking of an AngloPacific world. When compared to the Indian and Atlantic oceans, liner networks came 'late' to the Pacific. Britain, the leader in industrial shipping, was naturally invested in routes that converged directly on its ports. No British metropolitan firms engaged in transpacific shipping in this period, which opened up space for the entry of entrepreneurs in Britain's settler colonies and also the US. The route between Sydney and San Francisco was not contained or enclosed by these two ports, however, but represented one leg on a global imperial circuit, connecting the Australasian colonies with Britain via America, an alternate pathway to existing Indian Ocean connections. Britain's global maritime ascendency also cast a long shadow across the Pacific, with American engagements found wanting by comparison, unsettling any neat depiction of the Pacific as an 'American lake'. Even so, many British and colonial passengers travelled on American ships and related encounters with American crew, and more sporadically with American passengers. They typically brought to these ships and encounters expectations and impressions from prior experiences of empire routes on other oceans. Without the central impulse of the British metropole and more familiar imperial hierarchies and formalities behind it, they often struggled to locate and narrate their place within this oceanic realm. These oceanic crossings, then, provide insights into the mutual dependencies of British and American imperialisms in the region, but also encounters charged with the tensions and uncertainties of an Anglo Pacific in the making.
Steamships crossing between Australasia and North America were not wholly Anglo worlds, however. People of diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds also routinely moved between San Francisco and Sydney in a period of unprecedented global mobility. Indeed, they were expected to (with one company ensuring new ships on the line could be fitted up at short notice for any influx of 'inferior passengers', as it designated Chinese and Japanese British, Australasian and American were obvious markers of identity in these encounters. While not discounting the power and importance of national identifications, they rarely sufficed as stable or universal registers through which people on the move could negotiate difference. Entangled concerns of imperial and colonial subjectivity, social class, gender, and religion were also in play, as well as broader assessments of a certain 'worldliness' articulated through one's level of ease at sea and depth of knowledge and experience of mobility beyond the Pacific. The rival Sydney-Vancouver service was confirmed in 1893. Known as the Canadian Australian (CA) Line, it was part of a wider motivation to encircle the globe with an 'All
Red' (all-British) network via rail and sea, which would pass solely through British territory.
The Australasian colonies supported the transpacific segment of the network and the sentiment behind it, but did not view it as a replacement for the San Francisco connection. In any case, it was never exclusively 'all red' in that it called at Honolulu, while New Zealand's omission from the itinerary until 1911 meant that the colony continued to depend on a route via the US for efficient communications with Britain. The passenger reported the matter to the purser, '(another American), who merely remarked that so-and-so "Must have been drunk" but no apology has been tendered'. 85 The friction continued, coming to a head on leaving Honolulu when two 'stalwart' passengers manhandled a steward out of the saloon for 'an outburst of impudence' in 'the presence of ladies'. The captain chastised them for interfering, but placed the steward in chains for the rest of the voyage. For Barry, the whole experience was 'peculiar', accustomed as he was to 'the civility usually enjoyed on the Union boats'. 
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Here the Atlantic was held up as 'propriety itself', James Francis Hogan, an Irish-born Australian journalist attested, for there 'was none of that systematic gambling for high stakes' so common on the Pacific boats.
99
Bodily habits and functions also marked out gradations of appropriate manliness.
Spitting seems to have been a common practice among American men. Colonial observers, however, regarded this as perverted class behaviour met by frequent complaints of 'objectionable Yankees'. 100 Similarly, Americans were judged to fall well short of civilised norms through their open displays of sea-sickness (Tangye informing his American cabin mate that British travellers 'don't "throw up" ... we go up and lean over the lee side').
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Illness served as another trope in the comparative assessment of maritime capacity, enabling
British travellers to easily dismiss Americans as 'not good sailors', just as they dismissed
Oceanic's ships as third-rate and posing no real threat to British shipping.
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While 'the nation' did not speak to or channel these embodied traits in any coherent way, there were occasions when it seemed strategically useful to mobilise it to performative ends. British and colonial passengers appeared far more invested in this than their American counterparts. In fact, as if to counter their own forebodings, they often attempted to draw British and colonial travellers en route to England dominated transpacific passenger lists in this period, and they frequently depended on American ships and crew to cross the ocean. Unlike the more familiar imperial pathways across the Indian Ocean, norms of civility, deference and respect were loosened, seemingly in the presence of a more democratic, republican spirit. Codes of social class may have lent a coherence and assured a measure of order on British ships in the Atlantic and Indian Oceans that US companies in the Pacific appeared to lack. These transpacific encounters were new and novel, but they also had the edge of the unexpected and were often disconcerting and at times confronting, leaving travellers uncertain as to where the empire ended and America began. So, while the transpacific steamship was rhetorically useful as another putative site of Anglo-Saxon togetherness similar to the route, it was also a unique site of extended encounter revealing attitudes that otherwise remain elusive. These attitudes were very different from what visionaries of the Anglo world represented or imagined it to be. The more layered and complex subjectivities and attendant frictions and negotiations revealed through these smaller-scale, everyday interactions challenged easy assumptions of inherent Anglo unity, and underscore the ideological and political work that still awaited its protagonists attempting to cement the global reach and power of an Anglo world.
